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Opportunities for Expanding Off-Road Cycling Opportunities within Forest Park

Overarching Goals

1) Maintain and enhance the environmental attributes of Forest Park.

2) Create network of sustainable singletrack trails totaling 20-30 miles over the next several years

3) Create a richer experience for all park users

4) Reduce real/perceived conflicts among existing users

5) Create cycling network accessible by novice rides, children and families which is not achieved with current alignments

6) Bring additional resources to the park by attracting interest among cyclists, cycling organizations, neighborhood groups, friends groups and outdoor industry.

Management Goals

1) Disperse cyclists over a larger area of the park, focused on south and central management units

2) Reduce traffic at Thurman gate by creating separate entry points for cyclists

3) Focus efforts on Central Management Unit as recommended in FPC White Paper

4) Create a range of trail types, with opportunities for beginner through advanced riding skill levels. 

5) Improve existing alignments to make them more sustainable and less susceptible to environmental damage

6) Create a series of loops that can be connected for longer rides

7) Slow cycling traffic by creating perception of relative speed, not absolute speed

8) Create working relationships among existing user groups to address current/future concerns

Following is a list of general types of actions we support:

· Trail Sharing – open certain existing trails to cyclists under specific parameters, possibly designating specific hours/days for shared use. Couple with on-going monitoring of specific evaluation criteria

· Change of use designation -  of existing trails, firelanes and other existing unrecognized/informal alignments (e.g. Waterline trail, which is not currently recognized in Forest Park Natural Resources Management Plan -FPNRMP).

· “Winding Up/Regreening” existing firelanes – Creating a more desirable and sustainable alignment on existing firelanes. This would involve narrowing the existing alignments and creating a more circuitous path from point to point. 

· Building new “connector” trails  - where desired and appropriate

· Improve signage/wayfinding  - throughout the entire park

· Make repairs/improvements to existing trails, firelanes, other alignments to improve user experience, reduce environmental impacts

· Evaluate a south-north trail contour trail extending from south entrance to Germantown road 

Project Implementation and Phasing

The various projects will require varying levels of design, planning and funding to implement.  Changing allowed use on existing trails could be the easiest to implement once proper approvals were obtained.  Making simple modifications to existing firelanes may not require land use review, depending on the nature of the proposed changes.  Construction of new connector trails or more significant changes to existing firelanes would take longer to design and obtain proper land use approvals.  

NWTA and our strategic partners are confident that significant funds could be raised for these projects.

Following is a list of specific projects being proposed.  The projects are divided into two groups, TIER ONE and TIER TWO.   We recommend TIER ONE projects receive high priority for evaluation/implementation due to the significant benefits.  TIER TWO projects would be phased in over time.  Projects within tiers are not listed in order of priority.

	Project Name
	Project Type
	Description
	Benefits
	

Land

Review/

Timeframe

	TIER ONE PROJECTS

	White Shield/

FireLane 1 Complex
	New trail

construction
	Develop new trail complex than connects White Shield Home/Water Tower to Leif Erickson, Fire Lane 1 to Leif Erickson and entrance at Hwy 30 at 30th. These projects are described in FPNRMP (RT-3S, p184 and Project PI-8s, p 193).
	-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate by creating separate entrance for cyclists. 

- Separate users on Leif Erickson in high traffic area.  

- Could utilize existing cat grade for a portion of alignment.  

-Provides connection to Firelane 1 and loop back to Leif 

-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-- Opportunity for habitat enhancement, reduction of invasives in degraded areas


	Type II/

2011



	Maple Trail

Sharing Demonstration
	Change in use

Designation
	Develop a trail sharing demonstration project for the section of Maple below Leif Erickson.  Some improvements may be needed.  Trail would be designated multiple use, with cyclists having access on designated days/times.  Develop program to document impacts and success criteria.   
	-Provides short term access to singletrack in central management area

-Provides only real contour line singletrack trail in the park
-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

- Create cycling loop in central management unit
-Connects to Leif, Saltzman, FL4, others 


	Type II/

2010

	Fire Lane 1
	Trail enhancement
	Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience. Connect to Leif and new entrance below Thurman as identified in FPNRMP. 

Bikes currently allowed.  Alignment is poorly maintained.  Section immediately below Leif Erickson is very steep and not rideable uphill for most cyclists. Bottom of trail is often wet with short, steep sections from the road and would benefit from re-route.  Has great potential to provide additional point of access for cyclists and other users.  Could be improved and possibly realigned in some areas to significantly improve riding experience.  Upper section (immediately below Leif) could be re-routed to reduce grade.  Section following contour could also be improved significantly by improving existing alignment. A series of nested loops originating from Yeon could eventually be built that could connect to Leif Erickson to provide a significantly enhanced riding experience.  A connector from FL 4 would provide additional loop opportunities.


	-New entry point included in FPNRMP (project PI-8s, p 193)

-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

-Work within existing corridor

- Create add’l entry point for cyclists

- Create loop in central area of park

- Create opportunity for habitat enhancement, reduction of invasives


	None Required/

2010.

Type II possible for small changes in alignment

	Fire Lane 4

Enhancement
	Trail enhancement/

Change of use
	Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience

Bikes are not currently allowed.  Currently a fall line trail under the power line easement.  Connects to the gate at Saltzman, providing a good point of access and loop opportunities.  Current alignment could be “wound up’, to reduce grade and make a more sustainable alignment.  This is an ideal connector to Maple Trail creating a loop with Saltzman. Implement traffic control at intersection of Maple.  Split at bottom of power line easement may provide access to FL1/4 connector.

	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

-Work within existing corridor

-Create loop in central area of park

-Create opportunity for habitat enhancement reduction of invasives


	Type II Required/

2010

	Firelane 7/7A
	Trail enhancement/Change of use
	Change use designation to include cyclists.  Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience.  Improvements at terminus with Leif needs improvement. 

Currently not open to bikes, but has historically been used by cyclists due to connectivity with Skyline road and Saltzman.  Provide a connection from Saltzman Road to Leif Erickson and other trails.  Lower sections of either 7/7A or both need to be re-worked to reduce grade and erosion problems. Any modifications need to be compatible with current equestrian/pedestrian uses.  Implement traffic control at intersection of Wildwood.


	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Provide access to Ridge Trail

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

- Create separate entry point for cyclists at top of Springville

-Work within existing corridor

- Create loop in central area of park


	Type II

2010

	TIER TWO PROJECTS

	Ridge Trail

Firelane 7 to Hwy 30
	Change in use/

Trail enhancement
	Change designation to allow use by cyclists.  Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience.  Would be dependent on change of use designation for FL7. Implement traffic control at intersection of Wildwood.


	Currently not heavily used by pedestrians

-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Create loop in central area of park


	Type II

2010/2011

	Fire Lane 5
	Trail enhancement/

Possible new trail construction
	Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience

Currently open to bikes and short ¼ mile section provides the only true singletrack experience within the park. Road sections could be reworked/realigned to provide a singletrack experience and slow traffic in steeper areas.  Spur roads above Wildwood provide an opportunity to add mileage.   


	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

-Work within existing corridor

- Create loop in central area of park

- Create opportunity for habitat enhancement reduction of invasives


	Varies depending on scope/

2010/2011

	Fire Lane 2
	Trail enhancement
	Improve existing alignment

Bikes not currently allowed.  Access from Skyline crosses private property.  Section above Leif Erickson is singletrack in width in many spots and could be improved at relatively little cost.
	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Disperse bikers over wider area

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

-work within existing corridor


	Type II

2010/2011

	Fire Lane 3
	Trail enhancement
	Narrow Existing alignment and realign where appropriate to improve user experience and reduce grade.   
	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Work within existing corridor

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate


	None Required/

2011

	Waterline Trail 

Skyline to Leif Erickson
	Formal designation/

trail enhancement
	Formalize trail designation and allow cyclists.  Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience. Section below Wildwood is used by hikers for small loop from Germantown Road. Is not recognized in FPMP. Section immediately above Leif needs improvement to reduce grade/erosion potential.  Implement traffic control at intersection of Wildwood.


	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Work within existing corridor

-Create loops in central area of park


	Type II/

2010

	Waterline/

Camp Tolinda
	Change in designation/

Trail enhancement
	Improve existing alignment and realign where appropriate to reduce grade and improve user experience. Camp Tolinda drops to Germantown Road, which is not desirable.  A connector to the south and FL 4 should be explored.
	-Increase singletrack mileage

-Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

-Work within existing corridor 

-Create separate entrance for cyclists

-Create loop in central area of park

-Opportunity for habitat enhancement reduction of invasives


	Type II/

2011/2012

	Firelane 1/4

Connector
	
	Create a short connector from the bottom of Firelane 1 heading south to the Firelane 4 
	Increase opportunities for singletrack loops in central management unit

-Increase singletrack mileage

-Work in existing utility corridor

Decrease user density by dispersing bikers over wider area

-Decrease traffic at Thurman gate

--Create loop in central area of park

-Create opportunity for habitat enhancement reduction of invasives


	Type II/

2011-2012


